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health is restored. I have spoken to the passive resisters and they
have all asked me to tell you that they are not frightened by the
prospect of prolongation of the struggle. I personally feel that
but for a Cabinet crisis and but for strikes, the struggle, if it is
revived, will be sharp and swift.

I hope you will be able to read my horrible writing.

/ remain,
Yours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI

From the handwritten original: G. W. 929
Courtesy: Servants of India Society

95. IMMIGRATION LAWS

Regulations have been framed under the Immigration Act and
published in The Union Gazette.1 We have no time just now to give
a summary of the regulations. We must study them carefully
and decide what is best to be done about them. The administra-
tion of the Act will depend on these regulations. Even an otherwise
excellent law can be made oppressive, and an oppressive law can
be made milder, through regulations. We have glanced through
these regulations and have so far not seen any section which may
prove particularly dangerous. But we can also see that much has
been left out in them and that' supplementary regulations are
likely to be published. We must state in this connection that some
gentlemen have drawn our attention to section 19 of the Act and
told us that we have either overlooked or failed to understand the
implications of that section. It has certainly not escaped our at-
tention. We have gone through it again, word by word. We see
nothing dangerous in it. The section is to the following effect:

Every person who enters or is found within the Union
will, if required, have to appear before an [immigration]
officer and satisfy such officer that he is not a prohibited
immigrant either in respect of the Union or in respect of any
particular province. The officer may require every such
person to give a declaration in the form prescribed under the
regulations and to produce documentary or other evidence
relative to his claim to enter or remain. The person must

1 For an analysis of the Regulations and the related documents, vide
Appendix VII.